Assumptions and Beliefs of the Pre-, Post-, and Modern Eras

Nicholaus Copernicus lived in fear of ever publishing his life’s work concerning the rotation of celestial bodies in our solar system nearly to the day of his death.  His fear came from the belief that these ideas would find him in ill light with the church of Europe in the sixteenth century.  In this pre-modern era, extraordinary thinkers, philosophers, and scientists were often “silenced, imprisoned, or excommunicated” for their challenge on the structural monarchy, religion, and faith of the masses, according to Slattery (pg 19).  Beliefs and teachings that challenged the hierarchy of the times were often revered as a breaking away from faith, power, or control.  It was for this reason that Copernicus would never allow the publication of his work until the last days of his life.  It was over 150 years later that an astronomer named Galileo continued to work the theories of orbital structure of the solar system.

Galileo lived in less fear of oppression by the church for his beliefs that created a paradox the writings of the Bible, yet he received higher convictions by the hierarchy of the Church of Rome.  His theory that the Earth was not the center of the galaxy clearly stated that the writings of Psalms 93:1; 96:10; 104:5, 1Chronicles 16:30 and Ecclesiastes 1:4, 5 were incorrect as they all stated clearly that the Earth was the center.  Because Galileo openly challenge the belief that the teachings of the church according to the Bible were the only real truth and that any other truths that were thought to be found were considered defiant, he was ordered to stand trial for heresy by Pope Urban VIII and convicted.  

In many ways these two astronomers were post-modern thinkers in that they choose to look beyond their time for the truth.  The belief of the masses, and by order of the dominion, refused any test of their faith that God’s word (the correct) was the only real truth.  While post-modern thought in pre-modern times was considered treason and punishable in many ways, post-modern thought is heavily incorporated into learning styles today.  The Center for a Postmodern World states that humanity will and should transcend the modern way of thinking by “a post-scientific belief that although the natural sciences possess one important method of scientific investigation, there are also moral, religious, and aesthetic intuitions that contain important truths which must be given a central role in the development of worldviews and public policy,” (Slattery pg. 20).  In reference to Copernicus and Galileo, seeking truth outside of the matrix that we know has become practical in the educating for the postmodern era.  Though humanity has not completely ended the cycle of thought that revolves around pre-modern or modern times, a new way of learning is upon us.  For example, though Darwin’s theory of evolution is not completely accepted as practical thought, especially by the Christian Church, it is taught along side the theory of divine creation in schools today.  Until either idea is widely accepted as the truth of nature, both are taught with the intention of giving the student a choice to hold as true.

In accordance with the post-modern thought guiding the teachings of today, it can be said that the post-modern era is near.  This brings the assumption that humanity is drawing closer to the end of the modern era.  Believers of this idea could easily present examples of why it is true such as the aesthetic changes in modern art and architecture or even the political movement away from fascism and toward democracy.  The former president of the Czech Republic, Vaclav Havel, reflects on the fall of communism as “ and end not just to the 19th and 20th century, but to the modern are as a whole,” (Slattery 2002).  Havel also directs attention to the less highlighted changes the modern world is coming to accept such as the direction positivism has taking toward scientism.  In this case, the new curriculum of teaching has revolved around the scientific method for true understanding.  Had Copernicus and Galileo lived in our time, they would have been praised for their achievements rather than five hundred years from now.

The belief that we are currently coming to an end of the modern era may not be known for many years to come.  Only the future will ultimately be the teller of this thought.  Post-modern thought, though, will always be on the forefront of the horizon as new ideas and teachings are constant.  Time can give the dates for these occurrences, but as long as humanity is consistently challenging its way modern way of thought, post-modern ideas will guide us to the truth.
