Jerel Ray Perez

Benchmark
Completing the first fifteen hours of the MAT program was a huge step in the direction of my career since it opened my mind to a whole new world of ideas about what it means to be a teacher.  I often look back at my experience in high school and realize that the material we are learning now has far exceeded the techniques and strategies that were used by the teachers who taught me.  I can no longer compare myself to even the most thoughtful instructors of that time as the lot of them had little schooling in the world of education.  A man named James Stevenson, who was a former grade-school teacher and mentor of mine, was one of the few individuals I knew that predicted a huge development of education guided by the incorporation of technology into the field.  This become a staple of the time for me since I saw through him what I had not experienced before leaving the small and secluded town that I was from.  It was also significant to the extent of computer education being fueled by the advent of Windows 95 which brought the world into the modern age of computing and communication through the internet.  Just before moving to Austin to attend SEU I realized that technology was going to play a large part in everything that I endeavored.  It still has from studying theatrical stage and lighting design, to building interactive portfolios, to chemical research, and the most promising achievement, for education.
The technology courses were God sent for personal and obvious reasons.  Mr. Stevenson and I ran a video production company together for a couple of years before going to college.  Video editing and sharing was a passion of his that soon became one of mine as well so I was very intrigued and excited to begin my journey in the program with two semesters of the educational technology courses.  Dr. Hollier’s introduction to integrating such simple programs as Microsoft Office and the Adobe suite had a dynamic effect on how I could use them for everyday education and administration.  That course introduced me to a whole new world of educational materials for 21st century learning such as where to find freeware and discuss the forefront of education via the internet.  At the same time I was beginning a very intense chemistry regiment for the first time in the new science facility at the university which I have to say is exceedingly challenging and entertaining.  I have many model professors that are genuinely focused on our attempts to learn the unimaginable.  Much of the material that they bring to class consists of the needed technology that helps students to visualize what they are learning.  Chemistry consists of many frames of reference that are well-represented by visuals and full dimensional perspective that computer technology can lend to us as educators.  This technique of utilizing the best that technology has to offer in order to aid in teaching was one of the many lessons that I had other than learning chemical nomenclature.  The art of using technology for instructional design came very easy to me, but perhaps the most important lesson I learned was from Dr. Tazzer who had us working with technologies that are just now unfolding—the design will always be evolving so we must catch on fast.  I truly believe that virtual environments will become commonplace in science education over the next ten years and I am thankful that we are guided to realize this early in the program.
I honestly did not think that I would become so intrigued by technology in education that it would become such a huge part of my future, though I have known since I was very young that technology would play a large part in my career choice.  This strong connection to science education has even become the root of my Action Research proposal.  Not only will the results of my study show that students can enhance their learning of science material that is miniscule or hypothetical with the aid of technological resources, but teachers will also find that students respond with greater interest to multi-media devices such as digital models that can be manipulated by the student along with software that can utilize many different learning styles.  I believe that this program has adequately prepared me to become a leader in instructional design and I intend on spreading the message that its role in the future of education will not be diminished.  
The second half of my time over the past year-plus was involved in understanding the true nature of the educational world engulfed in such aspects as politics, administration, and social order.  At many points during this past year of educational research and learning instructional strategies have discoveries from class reminded me of horror stories associated with entering the school system.  Would I make a good teacher?  Will the lack of motivation in the students spread to me?  Can I embrace the political system involved in creating school policy?  While every tidal wave of near hopelessness is challenging, my desire to become an educator has not diminished now that I know what I am up against.  I think that the amount of time that I have spent in Dr. Sloan’s presence in Educational Psychology and partial time in Foundations of Education have had the most impact in understanding the importance of creating a strong learning environment that supports all learning styles.  Additional I would say that it seems very challenging to teach as we see best within the political and social system surrounding the educational field, yet I feel a lot of encouragement from the entire faculty at SEU to succeed.  I feel important.
At the close of my first benchmark I consider my fortune that prior to my first engagement with students in the classroom I have learned that the aspects of the educational world which I assumed would be interesting, such as research and technology, have indeed followed through.  The importance of learning through many resources is well reflected in the program and I feel that I am well read in the techniques of educating our youth.  There is still much of a road ahead and I remain anxious. 
